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Fielding’s life

• Henry Fielding was born in Somerset in 1707. 
• Between 1729 and 1737 he wrote more than 20 plays

and political satires
• In 1737, the Licensing Act ended his career as a 

dramatist because his works were considered
subversive. 

• In 1741 he began writing novels. →literary production
• In the late 1740s, he worked as a magistrate and fought

against legal corruption. He proposed state help for the 
poor and was against public hangings. 

• He fell ill and moved to Lisbon with his family, hoping
that climate would help him but he died there in 1754. 



Literary production

• In 1741 Fielding published “An Apology for the Life of Miss Shamela
Andrews”, a satirical novel in response to Richardson’s Pamela. 

• In 1742 he published “The History and Andventures of Joseph 
Andrews” talking about Pamela’s brother. 

• In 1743 he published The Life of Jonathan Wild the Great in 
volumes

• In 1749 his most famous novel, Tom Jones. This was criticised by
Richardson, who called it “a vicious book”. It’s the story of an
abandoned baby, Tom, who grows up at Mr. Allworthy’s house with
the malicious Blifil and is in love with Sophia. Sophia’s father wants
her to marry Blifil but she loves Tom. After numerous adventures, 
Tom finds out he is Blifil’s half-brother and he marries Sophia. 

• In 1751 he wrote “Amelia”, that was even more successful.



“Joseph Andrews”

This book is divided in 4 parts: 
Book 1

• Joseph Andrews is the brother of Richardson's Pamela. At the age of 10, he
started working as an apprentice to Sir Thomas Booby. After the death of Sir
Thomas, Sir Thomas’ wife, Lady Booby, offers herself to him in her chamber during
a trip to London. This scene is similar Pamela's refusals of Mr. B in Richardson's
novel, in fact Lady Booby has to fight against Joseph, who wants to be a virgin until
marriage. After suffering the Lady's fury, Joseph sends a letter to his sister, very
similar to Pamela's letters in her own novel.

• Joseph is in love with Fanny Goodwill, a poor, illiterate but beautiful girl living
close to Lady Booby's parish. Their local parson Abraham Adams recommended
that they postpone marriage until they have the money.

• On his way to see Fanny, Joseph is mugged and taken to an inn where he finds
parson Adams. During Joseph and Adams’ stay in the inn, there is the first
digression in the novel.

Book 2
• In this book, Adams and Joseph travel back to London and at a certain point they 

separate. There is the second digression, ‘The History of Leonora’. 
• Adams finds Fanny and they leave together  to look for Joseph. After a storm, they 

find themselves in the same inn as Joseph. 



Joseph Andrews

Book 3
• Joseph, Adams and Fanny travel together at night. Here there is the 

third digression, Mr. Wilson’s life story, which is very similar to 
Fielding’s. Moreover, Wilson tells that his eldest son had been 
kidnapped when he was a baby. 

Book 4
• Joseph arrives to the parish; Lady Booby is jealous and tries to stop 

the marriage. Three days later, she receives the visit of her nephew, 
Mr. Booby, who has married Pamela!

• At the end of the story, they find out that when Fanny was an 
infant, she was stolen from her parents, but the thieves gave Joseph 
to the couple. 

• In reality, Joseph is Wilson’s kidnapped son. So Joseph is now the 
son of a respected gentleman, Fanny  is part of the Booby family
and so they can get married. 



Stylistic features

• Tom Jones is described as a “comic epic”: comic
because it contains funny elements, epic because
it tells a hero’s adventures. 

• The book is full of narrator’s interruptions, which
therefore is called INTRUSIVE narrator. This
makes it a more modern and realist novel. 
However, it is not always realistic and some 
events are very improbable, but Fielding justifies
this by saying that it would be too boring. 

• The characters have ‘free will’ and are guided by
the narrator. 



Fielding’s theory of novel

• Fielding invents his own rules for realism. He
says that the narrator/author can intervene in 
the story like the Gods intervened in classical
mythology (he “steals” from classical authors). 


