
Shakespeare: Macbeth 



Macbeth: The plot

• The story starts with 2 generals, Macbeth and 
Banquo, who return victorious from a battle. 

• They meet 3 witches, who make three
prophecies: 

1) that Macbeth will become first Thane of 
Cawdor

2) That Macbeth will become then King

3) That Banquo will be father of the future kings



Macbeth kills king Duncan

• The first prophecies becomes true and 
Macbeth is made Thane of Cawdor. 

• So his wife, Lady Macbeth, encourages him to 
kill king Duncan, who is their guest, so that
Macbeth can become king. 

• After Duncan’s murder in his sleep, Duncan’s
sons, Malcolm and Donalbain, flee away and 
Macbeth is made king. 



The new prophecies
• Then, Macbeth arranges to kill Banquo’s family, 

but his son Fleance escapes. 

• The three witches tell Macbeth to beware of 
Macduff, another important knight, and make 2 
more prophecies: 

1) that «no man of woman born» can harm him

2) That he will live until the forest moves to the 
castle. 



Macbeth and Lady Macbeth’s death

• Macbeth kills Macduff’s family, but not him. 

• Lady Macbeth is taken by a sense of guilt, she
goes mad and kills herself. 

• Macduff and Malcolm come back to the castle: 
their soldiers disguise with branches cut from the 
wood trees and move towards Macbeth. 

• Macbeth comes to know that Mcduff was born by 
Caesarian section (so not from a woman’s
womb). In fact, Mcduff kills him and Malcolm 
becomes king of Scotland.  



THEMES 

• It could be considered a tragedy of character
in which the character’s defect causes his
death. 

• However, the main themes are: 

1) THE NATURE of POWER and 

2) THE FATALITY of HISTORY. 

2 more themes: AMBITION and AMBIGUITY →



Ambiguity and Ambition

• The 3 witches are the motor of the story: they
know how the story will go but they are 
AMBIGUOUS. 

• Macbeth believes them on one side, but at the 
same time he thinks that he can write the story. 
He doesn’t understand that the witches’ 
prophecies are like a contract. 

• AMBITION becomes Macbeth’s and Lady 
Macbeth’s defect. They are taken by the machine 
of despotic power. They trust noone and 
eliminate everybody but their situation only gets
worse. 



Macbeth and Lady Macbeth’s thoughts

• At the beginning, Macbeth is horrified with what
he is capable of doing. But then he understands
the absurdity of life. 

DIFFERENCE between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth:
• Lady Macbeth questions his husband’s

masculinity when he refuses to kill Duncan and 
tells that she would abandon her female nature 
to obtain the throne. Macbeth is tortured by 
remorse. She hides his guilt and confesses she
has no shame. 


