
The Age of Revolutions



The American Revolution

• With the Seven Years’ War (1756-63) Great Britain
had naval supremacy and conquered enormous
areas of land, in particular in North America

King George III tried to cover part of the costs by
imposing new taxes on the American colonies.
They claimed that it was their right to do so, but the 13
colonies stated that these taxes were imposed by a
Parliament in which they were not represented.
In fact the conflict with England was summed up in the
America slogan:

“NO TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION!”



Boston Tea Party &
Declaration of Independence

They reacted with protests and boycotts of British
goods, for example
❖The Boston Tea Party was a political protest that

occurred on December 16, 1773. American colonists,
frustrated and angry at Britain for imposing
“taxation without representation,” dumped 342
chests of British tea into the harbor.

The growing conflict led to war, which broke out in
1775.
The representatives of the 13 colonies gathered in
Philadelphia, where on the 4th July 1776, they passed
the Declaration of Independence, written by Thomas
Jefferson. It states the rights of all men to equality, to
freedom and to the pursuit of happiness.



The Industrial Revolution

• The Industrial Revolution is the economic and technological
development from 1760 to 1850 which transformed Britain
from an agricultural to an industrial country. 

• It is marked by the introduction of: 
1) Powered machinery
2) Factories
3) Mass production
4) Improvement in transport and communication
5) Steam engine, which developed textile industry – among

the most important creations: 
- The spinning jenny; 
- The coke furnace; 
- Steam locomotive; 
- Electrical telegraph. 



Work conditions

• The power moved from landowners to factory
owners. 

• People went from working in fields or at home 
to working in factories but their wages and 
their conditions became terrible: 

- They worked 16 hours a day

- Children were forced to work

- Children and women were paid less. 



The French Revolution

• In 1789 the French people rebelled against the 
monarchy in the French Revolution. It brought
political and social change in all Europe. 

• In France, Robespierre imposed the ideals of
liberty, equality and fraternity and founded the 
first democratic constitution in a modern state. 

• At the beginning, Romantic authors supported
the ideals of the Revolution, but later they had
the fear that the Terror regime would spread in 
England.  


